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"The main driver of transmission of COVID-19 is through droplets. There is
unlikely to be an increased risk of COVID infection from a dead body to health
workers of family members who follow standard precautions while handling body"

a0 wm, 7€ Rl & w BHIE D.O. No. Z.28015/131/2020-EMR Dated 14-
06-2020 & 3FAR FERM far T & Ry —

The issue raised regarding deaths of suspect covid patients and dead bodies

not being handed over to the relatives pending confirmation of test report by the
hospitals.

I would like to clarify that the dead bodies of such suspected COVID cases
should be handed over to their relatives immediately and laboratory confirmation of
COVID should not be awaited. These bodies can as a matter of abundant precaution
be disposed as per the "Guidelines on dead body management" available on the
website of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare dated 15-03-2020.

If such death cases test positive eventually, then the requisite action for
contact listing, tracking etc, should be carried out subsequently.
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