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"(i) that a special drive during next two months is undertaken to check
the efficacy of the fire fighting arrangements in all the malls, multi-storied
buildings and hotels located at divisional headquarters of the State in terms of
the order of this court dated 10.01.2019 and if any of them is found to be
deficient, appropriate action be taken against defaulting party and close them -

down if deficiency is not immediately removed,
(iii) that all the coaching centers/paying-guest facilities in different

divisional headquarters shall be inspected for availability of fire safety/fire
exits/fire equipments and if the same are not found there, action be taken
against the defaulting parties and they be required to immediately remove the

deficiency or else, steps be taken to close them down; _
(iv) that details in respect of loss of lives and loss of properties in the

* incidents of fire during the year 2018, shall be placed on record,

(vi) that the respondents shall furnish the particulars as to how many
high-rise buildings having height of more than 32 meters, have been permitted )
and/or constructed so far in the State. No new high-rise buildings with the
height of more than 32 meters should be allowed to come up in any of the cities
till Arial Hydraulic Ladder Platform equivalent to or more than, the height of
the proposed building become available in Municipality of the concerned city."
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HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE FOR RAJASTHAN
BENCH AT JAIPUR 4'/9’

D.B. Civil Writ Petition No. 1481/2018

Kunal Rawat
----Petitioner

Versus

State Of Raj And Ors
----Respondent

Mrs. Aradhana Swami

Mr. Kunal Rawat, petitioner, present in
person

Mr. M.S. Singhvi, Advocate General

with Mr. Sheetanshu fharma
Mrs. Naina Saraf witH Mr. K.S. Rawat
Mr. R.K. Paliwal for Mr. R.A. Katta

HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE MOHAMMAD RAFIQ
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE NARENDRA SINGH DHADDHA

Order

03/07/2019

This Court, vide order dated 10.01.2019 in Writ Petition (PIL)
No.1481/2018, directed the respondent State to undertake a special
drive to check the efficacy of the fire fighting arrangements in all the
malls and multi-storied buildings located at the divisional
headquarters of the State and ‘'submit a complete report as to the
deficiencies found therein and the action taken against defaulting
parties.

Second part of the aforesaid order dated 10.01.2019 required
the State to place on record, on affidavit of the responsible officer,
details of the incidents of the fire, which had taken place in the State
during the year 2018 with complete particulars about the loss of life
and property and also regarding availability of number of fire
tenders, ladders, the equipments provided to the fire fighters

including their clothes, shoes, heclmets, etc. and also give the

(Downloaded on 050772019 at 07:23: 14 M)
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(2 of 7) [CW-1481/2018)

number of fire tenders, which are lying non-functional. It was also
directed that the affidavit should also indicate number of the trained
‘ staff for fire fighting in different Municipalities, number of training
»‘/ . institutes in the State undertaking the course of fire fighting and the

/
/
frequency and duration of the time when such training is imparted to

/ the firemen.
the

Lo
N
sdb 9 inspired by a shocking and heart wrenching incident that

C,, 7287
Py . Nob
etently took place at Surat in the State of Gujarat, in which 20

young students were burnt alive and many sustained injuries. In the

application, prayer has been made for issuance of a direction to the

committees in every Local

respondent-State  to  form

Authority/Municipality of the State of Rajasthan, which may inspect

all coaching centres/hotels/paying-guest facilities for availability of

fire safety/fire exits/fire equipments and submit the report within

fifteen days.
Mr. M.S. Singhvi, learned Advocate General appearing on behalf

% of the State of Rajasthan, submits that the respondents have filed
compliance report pursuant to the order dated 10.01.2019 vide
inward no.25279 dated 02.04.2019 but he fairly admits that the
report does not indicate any compliance with regard to the special
drive ordered by this Court to be undertaken to check the efficacy of
the fire fighting arrangements in all the rn_alls and multi-storied

buildings located at divisional headquarters of the State. But other

information as per direction of this Court has been produced.

(Downloaded on 0570772019 at 07:23:14 PM)
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The compliance report indicates thar a¢ divisional headquarter,
Jaipur, there are 48 fire stations in operstion and 10 are under

constructions. There are total 125 fire-fightin

u)
o
o
()
h
i
o
G

Firemen, ten Tindals, 32 Drivers, 7 Assistant Fire Officers, 1 Fr=
Officer and 1 Chief Fire Officer. The fire-fighting vehicles zlso indude
25 fire bikes. With regard to divisionzl h=z dquarter, Jodhpur, the
L indicates that thers are 27 fire stations in oparation 2nd 5 are

truction. There zre total 68 fire-fig

(M' w'n — _ R i
F ?i'nen 12 Tindals, 10 Drivers, 2 Assistant rire Ofiicer, 1 Fire Officer i

A

6 Tindals, 20 Drivers, 3 Assistznt Fira Officers, 1 Fire Officer. With
regard to divisional headquarter, Kota, the report indicatas that thers
are 13 fire stations in Operation and 12 ars under construction. There

are total 55 fire-fighting vzhicles with 205 Firemen, 1 Tindal, 3

1
Al
4
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!
)
)
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Drivers, 2 Assistant Fire Officer and

with 150 Firemen, 7 Tindals, ¢ Drivers, 2 Assistzns Fire Officer and 1
Fire Officer. With regard to divisionz| hezg quarter, Aimer, the report
indicates that there are 28 fire stations in operation znd 10 ere under
construction. There are tota] 84 fire-fighting vehicles with 181
Firemen, 8 Tindals, 23 Drivers, 2 Assistant Fire Officer and 1 Fire
Officer. With regard to divisional headquarter, Bharatpur, the report
indicates that there are 12 fire stations in cperation and 3 ars under
construction. There are total 42 fire-fighting vehicles with 115
Firemen, 2 Tindals, 7 Drivers and 4 Assistant Fire Officer,

o - —_—
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The compliance report in respect of each of the divisional
headquarters indicates that each Fireman is provided with fire-suit,
gum-boots, helmet, fire gloves, mask,.breathing equipment set, fire-

. torch, foam compound, first-aid box and combi-tool.
Para 10 of the compliance report states about the number of

vacant posts of Chief Fire Officer, Fire Officer, Assistant Fire Officer,

)i ers, post-wise details of which are indicated in Annexure-A.
< ’ i
aure-A annexed to the compliance report, indicates tr[at

|of

es a very dismal picture about a‘vailability of Chief Fire Officer in
Udaipur, Ajmer and K_o‘ta, ‘7 .whére one post of each has been
sanctioned but th.ey aré lylng .vvaC‘a_ntl Taking the datas of all the
seven divisional headqdékrthérsl':of the State, it is noticed that as
against 24 sanctioned posts of #ire’ Officer, i7 posts are lying vacant.
As against 69 sanctioned posts of Assistant Fire Officers, 45 posts
are lying vacant. As against 184 sanctioned posts of Tindals, 138
posts are lying vacant. As against 1931 sanctioned posts of Fireman,
605 posts are lying vacant and as against 502 sanctioned posts of
Driver, 395 posts are lying vacant.

The compliance report states that so far as ladders are
concerned, presently at Jaipur, Jodhpur and Kota, 32 meter height
Arial Hydraulic Ladder Platform is in operation, whereas process for
procuring the ladder of 70 meter height having the technology of
Arial Hydraulic Platform procurement is going on. After completion of
procurement process, the 70 meter height ladder will also be
available to the Nagar Nigam of Jodhpur and Udaipur and for 60

meter height Arial Hydraulic Ladder Platform will be available to

(Downloaded on 05/07/2019 a1 07:23:14 PM)
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Municipal Council, Bhiwadi. The report further states that 20

modernized High-Pressure Mist Motor Bikes are available for the

narrow streets of walled city Jaipur.

The incidents of the fire, which have been detailed out in para

16 of the compliance report, show that during the year 2018 total

1300 incidents took place in Jaipur Nagar Nigam area, 1035 incidents

place in Jodhpur Nagar Nigam area, 951 incidents took place in

ea‘, 603 incidents took place in Kota Nagar
ar Nigam

agar Nigam ar

NERS b
‘\'\‘-\ < .
@@éﬁx ¥Am ar@a) 305 incidents took place in Bharatpyr Nag

P!
Bt Lr:ée, 2168rjcidents took place in Bikaner Nagar Niggm area and 207
SR )

\ -
S ook place in Ajmer Nagar Nigam area. But the details as to

0cs of lives and properties there have not been given. The report

also does not indicate the number of training institutes for fire

fighting in the State, duration and frequency of such training.

The aforesaid reporf is an eye opener and reflects callous and
lackadaisical approach on the’pért of. the State and its functionaries
to deal with such an impo&aﬁt issue. Despite specific order passed
by this court, the specific drive to check the efficacy of the fire
fighting arrangements in all the malls and multi-storied buildings

located at divisional headquarters of the State, has not been

undertaken.

The court is not satisfied with the compliance made by the
respondent State, rather observe that the State agencies are not
deal'ing with such a grave issue of public importance with due care
and caution, which rather needs their immediate attention.

It is therefore directed that the respondent-State and in
particular the Principal Secretary to the Government, Local Self
Department, State of Rajasthan and the Director, Local Self Bodies,

Rajasthan, shall ensure,

(Downloaded on 05/07/2019 ar 07:23:14 PM)
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(i) that a special drive during next two months is
undertaken to check the efficacy of the fire fighting
arrangements in all the malls, multi-storied buildings an;J
hotels located at divisional headquarters of the State in
terms of the order of this court dated 10.01.2019 and if
any of them is found to be deficient, appropriate action be
taken against defaulting party and close them dovin if

H deficiency is not immediately removed;

! ?’ DOSL‘S; ndicated in Annexure-A annexcd to the compliance
is initiated p05|t|vcly within a perlod of two

(iii) that all the coathing. centers/paying-guest facilities in
different divisional headquarters shall be inspected for
availability (;f fire safety/fire exits/fire equipments and if
the same are not found there, action be taken against the
defaulting parties and they be required to immediately

remove the deficiency or else, steps be taken to close

them down;

(iv) that details in respect of loss of lives and loss of

properties in the incidents of fire during the year 2018,

shall be placed on record;

(v) that the details of the training institutions in the State,

duration and frequency of such training, shall be placed on

record;

(vi) that the respondents shall furnish the particulars as to
how many high-rise buildings having height of more than
32 meters, have been permitted and/or constructed so far
in the State. No new high-rise buildings with the height of
more than 32 meters should be allowed to come up in any
of the cities till Arial Hydraulic Ladder Platform equivalent
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(i) that a special drive during next two months is
4 undertaken to check the efficacy of the fire fighting
arrangements in all the malls, multi-storied buildings and
hotels located at divisional headquartérs of the State in
terms of the order of this court dated 10.01.2019 and if
any of them is found to be deficient, appropriate action be
taken against defaulting party and close them down if

deficiency is not immediately removed;

at appropriate action for filling up all the vacant
. post&.\ndicated in Annexure-A annexed to the compliance
replqgt is ‘initiated pésitively within a period c‘)~f" two
m‘gg‘ s, so as to fill Tup all the vacant posts in'di‘cl:.a_rt'ed
O
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(iii) that all the coachi'ng'cénter's/payi‘ng-guest facilities in

different divisional headquarters shall be inspected for
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availability.of fire safety/kﬁre exits/fire equipments and if
the same are not found there, action be taken against the
defaulting parties and they be required to immediately

remove the deficiency or else, steps be taken to close

them down;

(iv) that details in respect of loss of lives and loss of
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properties in the incidents of fire during the year 2018,

shall be placed on recofd;

(v) that the details of the training institutions in the State,
duration and frequency of such training, shall be placed on

record;

(vi) that the respondents shall furnish the particulars as to
how many high-rise buildings having height of more than

32 meters, have been permitted and/or constructed so far

? i W b L

7

in the State. No new high-rise buildings with the height of
more than 32 meters should be allowed to come up in any

of the cities till Arial Hydraulic Ladder Platform equivalent
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to or more than, the height of the proposed building
become available in Municipality of the concerned city.

The compliance report shall be filed on an affidavit of the
Principal Secretary to the Government, Local Self Department,
Government of Rajasthan, Jaipur, who shall be responsible for
compliance of this order.

A copy of this order be provided to Mr. M.S. Singhvi, learned

General, for its onward transmission to the authorities

a‘imdvrdirq\éi stanfls disposed of.

9y . not

(NARENDRA SINGH DHADDHA),J. - - (MOHAMMAD RAFIQ),]

//Jaiman//19
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HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE FOR RAJASTHAN
BENCH AT JAIPUR

D.B. Civil Writ Petition (PIL) No.1481/2018

_ Kunal Rawat
----Petitioner

Versus

State of Raj and- Ors.
----Respondents

Me. Aradhana SWa'mi
Ms. M.S. Singhvi, AG
Ms. Naina Saraf

HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE MOHAMMAD RArIQ
HON' BLE MR. JUSTICE GOVERDHAN BARDHAR

“guestion of larger public

interest with regard to lack of proper ﬂre ﬂghtlng arrangements by

the Government and the local bodies of the State leading to huge

“loss of life and property.

Learned counseij-._-"fcjr‘ th‘e r has referred to the

averments made in the ert petltlon and‘submltted that petitioner
shall further undertake a research and flle addlttonal statement of
facts hlghllghtmg lack of proper infrastructure and inadequacy of
fire fighting arrangements and the number of incidents relating to
fire in different parts of the State leading to loss of life and
property.

We direct the respondent-State to undertake a special drive
to check the efficacy of the fire fighting arrangements in all the

Malls and Multistoried Buildings located in divisional headquarters

(Downloaded on 03/07/2019 at 01:33-08 PAN
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of the State and submit a complete report as to the deficiencies
found therein and -action taken against defendants’ part. The
respondent-State shall also place on record on affidavit of the
responsible officer the details of the incident of the fire, which had
taken place in the entire State during the year 2018 with complete
particulars about the loss of life and property and aiso regardiﬁg

vailability of number of fire tenders, ladders, the egquipments

iided to the fire fighters inclq.g_iingv.their clcthes, shoes,

and also give the number of fire tenders, which are
incicate the

N P~y e ks : -
4ff for fire fighting in differant Municipalities, number of

e Stateiundertaking the courss of fire

fighting and. the fredﬁeﬁcﬁ:a'r{dlr-du,;atio'n‘, of time when such
training is imparted to the firemen.
The petitioner is dif‘ected to implead the Principal Secretary,

Local Self Government, State of Rajasthan and Director, Local

Bodies as party respondenf’fts.r-:
List this matter on 20.2.2019.

A copy of this order be provided to the learned Advocate

General for compliance. & =7 -~ =

(GOVERDHAN BARDHAR),] (MOHAMMAD RAFIQ),J

Dheeraj/RS/51
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- Fire safety/Fire exits/Fire equipments
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